THE SHAH'S JUDGMENT
Shah Abbas had a great reputation as a- wise
and just judge. Often in important disputes
between his subjects, he himself undertook to give
a decision and on such occasions the populace
would gather in large numbers to hear him. He
was a Muslim, but his territory included population
of other religions. That a party in dispute was
a Muslim or non-Muslim never affected the Shah's
outlook. Some Mussalmans of the territory were
vexed with the Shah on this account; but the
greater part of the population including the Muslim
community appreciated the ruler's impartiality.
The more sensible among the Mussalmans openly
praised the Prince for being so just and treating
the Christians and the Jews of the kingdom even
as he treated themselves. Along with a passion
for justice, the Shah had a rare capacity for seeing
through many obstacles the truth hidden behind".
Quite often he discovered the facts of a case
through means which had occurred to no other
person and astonished people. Occasions of his
giving a decision had thus become a matter of
public interest. The Shah himself had a feeling
that the greater the confidence of the populace ii)
his sense of justice and ability to dispense Jt, the
greater would be its devotion to him. He desired
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